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musement Park Opens 
Afternoon 

27 to Sept. 10. 

-t*i 

7-X 

People. 

Ten Acres Solid With 
Amusenient Devices 

and Open=Air 

Thirty Attractions on 
The Bowery"===Brih 
liant Illuminations 
> ===Aerial Thrills. 

ONDERLAND will be opened to 
the public Saturday afternoon 
and evening, beginning a sea
son which will extend thru the 
summer and close with Sept. 10. 

The prospect will conjure 
up some rosy anticipations 

with very many. There is no doubt but that thous
ands of people in the twin cities are much interested 
in the projected amusement park. For the last two 
Sundays the grounds have been open for the after
noon and each time throngs of people forming a con
course that would much more than fill every place 
of amusement in the city have gone to Wonderland 
to simply inspect the empty buildings and the 
framework for. the prospected amusement devices. 

When Wonderland is open and its ten acres 
peopled with thousands enjoy
ing themselves in various open-
air recitations, Ajhen the lights 
gleam from thousands of incau-
descents, when the band plays, 
cars flash up and down on the 
undulating surface of the scenic 
railway, boats dash down the 
chutes into the lagoon into the 
center of the park, when a mini
ature train carries passengers 
in and out "fhru a labyrinth of 
walks and flowerbeds, sensa
tional aerial acts delight and 
astonish and a score or more of 
fun-factories and contrivances 
that surprise, startle and de
light are going, then what will 
the attendance be? 

The anticipation is that it 
will be very large, as large at 
times as on the " b i g " days of 
the state fair. The promoters 
of Wonderland expect this, 
and the street railway com
pany is preparing for it by ar
ranging for a service sufficient 
to carry as large crowds as 
have been gathered on any public occasion in either 
the history of Minneapolis or St. Paul. 

The twin cities have seriously lacked some 
scheme of public amusement along the lines pro
jected at Wonderland. A place for open-air recrea
tion and moderate enjoyment has been wanted. 
True, there are the lakes and woodland resorts in 
a profusion which few cities enjoy, but these do 
not appeal to all, and besides, they are sometimes 
monotonous to even the most ardent lovers of 
Nature. 

The thousands of people that one sees loitering 
listlessly along business thorofares, whiling away 
leisure hours will have some place near at hand, 
where there is diversion and enough 
of excitement to stir the blood and 
break the monotony of the routine of 
life. Furthermore, such a resort will 
come to them at a cost so moderate 
that all can afford it. 

Wonderland is not to be a mid
way, a continuous carnival or a col
lection of shoAvs. Neither is it a pic
nic ground. Its general plan can be 
said to be a judicious mixture of 
open-air recreation and amusement. 

It has a scenic railway on which 
thousands of people will be flying 
thru the air on the track that unde-
lates and curves, takes them* up in
clines fifty feet high and runs them 
thru a scenic loop. 

A cable car cames passengers to 
the top of a steep incline, where they 
embark in boats that slide down a 

•^ hugh toboggan, or the chutes, to a 
miniature lake across which they will 
scoot in bounds, as the flat-bottomed 
boats sh'ike the watei'-cushion—an 
experience that is exhilarating even 
to spectators. 

A tower nearly a hundred feet high 
will have pi'ojecting arms from which 
hang by stout cables, eight «ars, each 
holding six people. A revolving 
shaft to which the arms are attached, 

• turns faster and faster, and the cars, 

ing gradually swing out as the orbit enlarges, until 
the occupants are high above the heads of the 
spectators swinging around and round at a great 
rate. It will be about as near to the experience of 
riding in an aii'ship as most of us will come in this 
generation. 

Approach the old mill and you .find a rustic 
scenic front of trees and rocks, while a huge 
water Avheel churns the water in its revoli*-
tions. Enter a boat which will hold a half-
a-dozen people, and a swift current seizes it 
and darts you first into a dark .tunnel along the 

. sides of which you will catch glimpes of scenes 
from many lands. You go by the ruins of an old 
church; you see palatial gardens; you catch an im
pression of a trip along the seashore with its sky
line set against a range of mountains; then sud-

T H E LAGOON INTO W H I C H THE*BOATS SHOOT FROM T H E CHUTE. 

denly dart into an ice-cave,. a grotto of frosted 
stalactite columns; then' out again by the way of 
sudden contrast into the everglades of Florida. A 
loop brings you back on your return trip along an
other panorama of scenic vistas with occasionally 
some comedy surprises in the way of a witches' 
cave and caverns inhabited with minions of the 
evil one. • • - . ' , . 

You can have a dance in an open-air pavilion 
jusf as if you wei'e at a lake resort or a ride on a 
flying horse to hurry-up music in the $10,000 
carousal. 

You can wake up your risibilities in a laughinggal-; 
lery where convex and concave mirrors will lengthen 

or shorten the reflection of your featui-es to 
ridiculous proportions. If you want you can lose 
yourself and your cares in a crystal maze, or you 
can get all the laughing you want for nothing by 
simply watching people who are bumping-the-
bumps, as it is called to slide down a hugh banis- • 
ter, studded with low protuberances that will send 
people flying this way and that. t 

A visit to a house of nonsense Avill give you an 
experience of practical jokes that will induce you to 
enveigle your friends into investigating its mys
teries. You can explore a myth city and witness 
some uncanny spectacles furnished by optical illu
sions Avhich picture a young woman, for instance, 
comfortably reclining upon a couch of red hot coals. 
She appears to be enjoying herself, altho you can 
feel that the coals are really hot. You will see a 
Avoman suspended in mid-air Avith no visible means 
of support, have your blood chilled by a trip thru 
the catacombs, or a.haunted .chamber, ..etc.-. ...... .-, 

There are all these and a dozen other fun-
making contrivances, and then there are several at
tractions that will need more serious attention.^ 
One of these is the exhibit of infant incubators, 
where tiny lives are being preserved by means of a 
treatment that is altogether scientific and humani
tarian. The incubators are glass cases, ovens they 
might be called, in Avhich the air is always fresh 
and sterilized and kept at an eA'en temperature. 
The little codgers seem to thoroly enjoy their resi
dence in their glass houses and the SAveet sleep of 
infancy makes here a fascinating picture. I t is an 
instructive and interesting sight to all Avho lo\re 
babies, and who does not? The reflection, too, is 
comforting that the little lives are being saved, 
which otherAvise would have been blotted out, for 
the resort to the incubators is the last hope. 

Visit the fairy theater arfd you Avill see what is 
an illusion, of course, but a beautiful one which 
gives you a look into a world peopled Avith the 
broAvnies, hobgoblins, giants and witches of the 
storybooks, Avho Avalk -and dance and moA'e about 
in the pantomimic production of the charming lit
tle play of " J a c k in the Beanstalk." The scene 
sparkles Avith light and color and is. so marvelously 
surprising, that you can scarcely believe your eyes. 

All these attractions, which you can vieAV or not 
as you please, ajre strung along a broad promenade. 
The passing throng may interest you as much as 
anything' else, for it will be a kaleidoscopic review 
of people of > all conditions, sizes and ages in their 

• happiest moods. This is called ' ' The Bowery,' ' and 
, a trip along it will be well Avorth the while, depend 
upon on it. v.. _£..,, * • •'-• 

There will be plentyof music too. The Journal 
Cadet band Avill give open-air concents at a stand 

linear the center of the grounds and there will be 
'^music from an orchestra in the dancing pavilion, 

besides from mechanical instruments in different 
parts of the grounds. 

The buildings are trimmed with flags and gay 
bunting and at night blaze Avith light from 23,000 
incandescent lights, 50 arc lights and the rays 
of a ten thousand-candlepoAver marine projector 
from the top of an electric toAver 120 feet high.' 
Everybody gets hungry in the open air and there 
Avill be refreshments for the multitude in the way of 
cooling beverages, creams and ices, sandwiches, etc., 
served in the cafe or a half-a-dozen .ornamental 
kiosks. 

Uniformed guards and attendants insure good 
order and freedom from the annoyances that some
times' occur in promiscuous gatherings. The vari
ous amusement devices can be depended upon to be 
time-tested as to safety, so the element of alarm 
should not for a moment shadoAV the enjoyment, no 
matter how surprising an experience you may un
expectedly .ejicQunter,.,, ,. .'^ ". _. ^ , 

There are Avalks and floAverbeds, a minature zoo, 
many booths for the sale of miscellaneous nicknacks 
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ENTERING A SCENIC T U N N E L . 

and still many other things that cannot here be 
recounted. 

Remember, too, that every afternoon* and even
ing there is a program of open-air attractions. The 
latest cycle sensation, leaping the gap, is furnished"* 
by Marie Vokes, Avho rides down a steep incline 
and makes a leap on her Avheel of thirty-five feet in 
mid-air before she connects Avith a continuation of 
the incline. Then there is to be high-wire walking 
by Guy Toley, ^i noted equilibrist, and several other 
aerial sensations. This program is to be changed 
Aveekly.* On Tuesday and Friday nights there are 

' fireAvorks displays under- the direction of Paine. 

Wonderland represents. an investment of $150,-
000 and six months have been spent in preparations 
by a large force of workmen. All indications are 
that Saturday's opening Avill find the arrangements 
in a state of perfection that will be surprising for 
an undertaking of such magnitude. The manage-

which are near the ground at start- •SCHEME OF ILLUMINATION OF WONDERLAND PARK. 

ment is under the direction of men who have liad 
much experience in the big eastern resorts, who 
design that Wonderland shall be made to the twin V 
cities Avhat Luna Park has been to New York, 
WilloAv Grove to Philadelphia and the White City 
is to be to Chicago. ; 

The location at Lake street and Thirty-first 
avenue S will be on the new ihird interurban line, 
Avhich Avill be the favorite route for the amusement 
seekers going from one city to the other. In Min
neapolis it can be reached by a ride varying from 
ten, fifteen or twenty minutes to a half-hour from 
almost any point within the city limits. Prior to 
the completion of the strengthening of the Marshall 
avenue bridge aei-oss the river, SL- Paul residents 

'can use the Interurban on University avenue, com
ing out* to Lake street via Minnehaha and Riverside 
lines, which connect with the Interurban at Seven 
Corners in South Minneapolis. 

NOTES ABOUT WONDERLAND. 
Wonderland, Minneapolis; Wonderland, Milwau- vS 

kee, and the White City, Chi- ?:>: 
cago; three great amusement ^ 
parks, organized along the 
same lines, open their seasons 
simultaneously Saturday. 
' The L. A. Thompson scenic 
railway, of which the one at 
Wonderland is a fine specimen, 
carried five ana a half millions 
of people at different resorts 
last year without a single acci
dent. - i '• 

The illumination of Wonder-
' / / " , ,*j land includes 23,000 incandes-

, ", " ' ' ' '> , ' ' / ' • cents, fifty arc lights, and a . 
" ' ' ***.-" ten thousand candlepower ma

rine projector on top of an 
electric tower 120 feet high, which will throw 
a light that can be seen for five miles. 

The Avork of construction at Wonderland was 
begun last October and at times the force of men 
has numbered 300. 

Some figures on the cost of the different amuse
ment devices: Scenic railway, $25,000; chutes,. 
$16,00*0; old mill, $16,000; airship swing, $10,000; 
carousal, $10,000. _ . \ 

Dr. M. A. Couney, director of the infant incu
bator exhibit, was one of the original inventors and-
had charge of its introduction at Berlin. Since • 
then the incubator system has been adopted by the ^ 
government. Recently Dr. Couney held a reunion j 
of incubator children at Buffalo. Forty Avere pres-/ 
ent, some of them 8 years old, and none of them 
would have been living but for the incubator. 

TomorroAv night Wonderland park'will be open 
to the newspaper men of the twin cities for inspec

tion. The'Journal Cadet band, whiefc 
is to furnish the music at the park, 
earlier in the evening will serenade 
the newspaper offices. -•'-" '^l^tll-- . ' ,- •= 

Minneapolis will be one of the first 
cities to have a fairy theater, pro-^ 
nounced to be the most perfect of all 
opitical illusions, the possibilities of 
which, are capable of wonderful de-; 
velopment. *-M' -^" 

A large nuniber of excursions 
from northwestern towns to bring 
people to see Wonderland, are p ro - , 
jected. 

The platform, twenty-two ifeet 
wide, along Avhichr the various at
tractions are arranged, is to be 
known as " T h e Bowery," and it is 
to be to Wonderland what the Pike-
was to the St. Louis exposition, and 
what the trail is to be to the Port
land exposition. •'' .*:•[~"^'l'/'".'."' 

Street ear service on the neAv Lake 
street cross-toAtn line, which passes 
Wonderland, begins at 6 a.m. 'Satur- • 
lay. Cars on the Hennepin, Lyndale, 
Kicollet, Fourth, Eighth, Blooming-
ton, Cedar, Riverside and Minnehaha 

^lines all transfer passengers to this 
line. . 

'--* Wonderland park can accommodate 
* 30,00. visitors in an afternoon and 

evening wjthout overcrowding. 
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